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THE INVENTION OF PRINTING has always been recognized by
educated men as a subject of importance: there is no mechanical
art, nor are there any of the fine arts about whose early history so
many books have been written. The subject is as mysterious as it is
inviting. There is an unusual degree of obscurity about the origin of
the first printed books and the lives and works of the early printers.
There are records and traditions which cannot be reconciled of at
least three distinet inventions of printing. Its early history is en-
tangled with a controversy about rival inventors which has lasted
for more than three centuries, and is not yet fully determined. In

the management of this controversy, a subject intrinsically attrac-
tive has been made repulsive. The history of the invention of print-
ing has been written to please national pride. German authors
assert the claims of Gutenberg and discredit traditions about Coster.
Dutceh authors insist on the priority of Coster and charge Gutenberg
with stealing the invention. Partisans on each side gay that their op-
ponents have perverted the records and ruppressed the truth. The
quarrel has spread. English and French authors who had no na-
tional prejudices to gratify, and who should have considered the

uestion without passion, have wrangled over the subject with all
the bitterness of Germans or Hollanders. In this, as in other quar-
rels, there are amusing features, but to the general reader the
controversy seems unfortunate and is certainly wearisome. It is a
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THE INVENTION OF PRINTING has always been recognized
by educated men as a subject of importance: there is no me-
chanical art, nor are there any of the fine arts, about whose
early history so many books have been written. The subject is
as mysterious as it is inviting. There is an unusual degree of
obscurity about the origin of the first printed books and the
lives and works of the early printers. There are records and
traditions which cannot be reconciled of at least three distinct
inventions of printing. Its early history is entangled with a
controversy about rival inventors which has lasted for more
than three centuries, and is not yet fully determined. In the
management of this controversy, a subject intrinsically attrac-
tive has been made repulsive. The history of the invention of
printing has been written to please national pride. Gerinan
authors assert the claims of Gutenberg and discredit traditions
about Coster. Dutch authors insist on the priority of Coster
and charge Gutenberg with stealing the invention. Partisans
on each side say that their opponents have perverted the
records and suppressed the truth. The quarrel has spread.
English and French authors who had no national prejudices
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Tue INvEsTION oF PrINTING has always been recognized by educated men as a
subject of importance: there is no mechanical art, nor are there any of the fine arts,
about whose early history so many books have been written. The subject is as mys-
terious as it is inviting. There is an unusual degree of obscurity about the origin of
the first printed books and the lives and works of the early printers. There are records
and traditions which cannot be reconciled of at least three distinct inventions of
printing. Its early history is entangled with a controversy about rival inventors which
has lasted for more than three centuries, and is not yet fully determined. In the
management of this controversy, a subject intrinsically attractive has been made
repulsive. The history of the invention of printing has been written to please national
pride. German authors assert the claims of Gutenberg and discredit traditions about
Coster. Dutch authors insist on the priority of Coster and charge Gutenberg with
stealing the invention. Partisans on each side say that their opponents have perverted
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Tae InvextioNn oF PriytiNG has always been recognized
by educated men as a subject of importance: there is no
mechanical art, nor are there any of the fine arts, about
whose early history so many books have been written. The
subject is as mysterious as it is inviting. There is an
unusual degree of obscurity about the origin of the first
printed books and the lives and works of the early printers.

There are records and traditions which cannot be reconciled
of at least three distinct inventions of printing. Its early
history is entangled with a controversy about rival inventors
which has lasted for more than three centuries, and is not
yet fully determined. In the management of this contro-
versy, a subject intrinsically attractive has been made repul-
sive. The history of the invention of printing has been
written to please national pride. German authors assert the
claims of Gutenberg and discredit traditions about Coster.
Dutch authors insist on the priority of Coster and charge
Gutenberg with stealing the invention. Partisans on each
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THE INVENTION OF PRINTING has always been recog-
nized by educated men as a subject of importance:
there is no mechanical art, nor are there any of the fine
arts, about whose early history so many books have
been written. The subject is as mysterious as it is
inviting. There is an unusual degree of obscurity about
the origin of the first printed books and the lives and

works of the early printers. There are records and
traditions which cannot be reconciled of at least three
distinct inventions of printing. Its early history is
entangled with a controversy about rival inventors
which has lasted for more than three centuries, and is
not yet fully determined. In the management of this
controversy, a subject intrinsically attractive has been
made repulsive. The history of the invention of print-
ing has been written to please national pride. German
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Tue INVENTION OF PRINTING has always been
recognized by educated men as a subject of im-
portance: there is no mechanical art, nor are there
any of the fine arts, about whose early history so
many books have been written. The subject is as
mysterious as it is inviting. There is an unusual
degree of obscurity about the origin of the first
printed books and the lives and works of the early
printers. There are records and traditions which
cannot be reconciled of at least three distinet in-
ventions of printing. TIts early history is entan-
gled with a controversy about rival inventors
which has lasted for more than three centuries,
and is not yet fully determined. In the manage-
ment of this controversy, a subject intrinsically
attractive has been made repulsive. The history
of the invention of printing has been written to
please national pride. German authors assert the
claims of Gutenberg and discredit traditions about
Coster. Dutch authors insist on the priority of
Coster and charge Gutenberg with stealing the
invention. Partisans on each side say that their
opponents have perverted the records and sup-
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THE INVENTION OF PRINTING has always
been recognized by educated men as a sub-
ject of importance : there is no mechanical
art, nor are there any of the fine arts, about
whose early history so many books have
been written. The subject is as mysterious
as 1t is imviting. There is an unusual de-
gree of obscurity about the origin of the
first printed books and the lives and works

of the early printers. There are records
and traditions which cannot be reconciled
of at ~least three distinct inventions of
printing. Its early history is entangled
with a controversy about rival inventors
which has lasted for more than three cen-
turies, and is not yet fully determined.
In the management of this controversy, a
subject intrinsically attractive has been
made repulsive. The history of the inven-
tion of printing has been written to please
national pride. German authors assert the

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTU

12345678 ABCDEFGHIJK 1234566

Lower case a to z, 121{ ems

18 POINT NO. 60 B 1-4

Tne INVENTION of printing has always been recognized
by educated men as a subject of importance: there is no
mechanical art, nor are there any of the fine arts, about whose
early history so many books have been written. The subject
is as mysterious as it is inviting. There is an unusual degree

of obscurity about the origin of the first printed books and the
lives and works of the early printers. There are records and
traditions which cannot be reconciled of at least three distinct
mventions of printing. Its early history is entangled with a
controversy about rival inventors which has lasted for more
than three centuries, and is not yet fully determined. In the
management of this controversy, a subject intrinsically attrac-
tive has been made repulsive. The history of the invention of
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