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dows the workman, just as surely as the bend of the
twig the tree. The up-
right, ind lad will graduste a
steady, skilful, and capable man,

~ , idling, boy will ripen into
 lasy, dissolute fellow. The fact is, a

surably the maker of own destiny; and if he
fail to aoquire & master-knowledge of the trade to
which be is put, it will mainly be because he did
not at his outset determine to be s master-workman.
Good stead; are k
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. ExpEmIENCE proves that the tice
foreshadows the workman, just as surel;

as the bend of the twig foretells the incli-
nation of the tree. The upright, obedient,
industrious lad will graduate a steady,
skilful, and capable man, as unmistakably
as the perverse, idling, careless boy wiil
ripen into a lazy, dissolute fellow. The fact
is, a boy {s measurably the maker of his
own destiny; and if he fail to acquire a

«
When a 1ad who posscases these qualities
t0 learn the art and m

spent in this way is an excellent prepa
“going to case,” or learning the Ar®of composing
type.  When he is put to composition, he is told to
st up one line and ahow it to the foreman or to

ge of the trade to which he
is put, it will mainly be because he did not
at his outset determine to be a master-
workman. Good morals and steady indus-
try areindispensable. When a lad who pos-
sesses these qualities proposes to learn the
art and mystery of printing, it should be
inquired of him, Has he had a fair, com-
mon-school education? Is he a perfect
speller? Has he a turn for reading? Is
his eyesight good? Is he under fifteen years
of age? A true afirmative answer to all
these queries will entitle him to the posi-
tion of reading and errand boy. He is
told the hours at which he is to come and

the journeyman under whose care he may be placed.
The errors in the line are pointed out to him, and
he in required to correct them himself. When the

g0, and a strict punctuality is enjoined
upon him. He sweeps the room,—he sorts
out the pi,—he learns the position of the
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THE INVENTION OF PRINTING has always been recognized by educated
men a8 a subject of importance: there is no mechanical art, nor are there
any of the fine arts, about whose early history so many volumes have been
written. The subject is as mysterious as it is inviting. There is an unusual
degree of obscurity about the origin of the first printed books and the lives
and works of the early printers. There are records and traditions which
cannot be reconciled of at least three distinct in of pri Its
early history is entangled with a y about rival inventors which
has lasted for more than three centuries, and is not yet fully determined.
In the of this 8y, & subj iy ttractive
has been made repulsive. The history of the invention of printing has been
written to please national pride. German authors assert the claims of Gut-

and discredit traditions about Coster. Dutch authors insist on the
priority of Coster, and charge Gutenberg with stealing the invention. Par-
tisans on each side say that their opponents have perverted the records and
suppressed the truth. The quarrel has :};resd. English and French autho:
who had no national prejudices to gra fy, and who should have conside:
the tion without i have w led over the subj with all the
bitterness of Germans or of Hollanders. In this, as in other quarrels, there
are amusing features, but to the general reader the controversy seems un-
fortunate and is certainly wearisome. It is a greater misfortune that all
the early chronicles of printing were written in a dead language. Wolf’s
collection of Typographic Monuments, which include nearly every paper of
value written before 1740, is in Latin ; the valuable books of Meerman, Mat-
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THE INVENTION OF PRINTING has always been recognized by edu-
cated men as a subject of importance: there is no mechanical art,
nor are there any of the fine arts, about whose early history so many
books have been written. The subject is a8 mysterious as it is invit-
ing. There is an unusual degree of obscurity about the origin of
the first printed books and the lives and works of the early printers.
There are records and traditions which cannot be reconciled of at
least three distinct inventions of printing. Its early history is en-
tangled with a controversy about rival inventors which has lasted
for more than three centuries, and is not yet fully determined. In
the management of this controversy, a subject intrinsically attrac-
tive has been made repulsive. The hxsw? of the invention of prin-
ing has been written to please national pride. German authors assert
the claims of Gutenberg and discredit traditions about Coster. Dutch
authors insist on the priority of Coster, and charge Gutenberg with
stealing the invention. Partisans on each side say that their of
nents have perverted the records and supﬁn- the truth. e
quarrel has spread. English and Frenc] authors, who had no
national prejudices to gratify, and who should have considered the

uestion without ion, have wranﬁled over the subject with all

e bitterness of Germans or of Ho) ders. In this, as in other
quarrels, there are amusing features, but to the general reader the
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THE INVENTION OF PRINTING has always been recognized
by educated men as a subject of importance : there is no
mechanical art, nor are there any of the fine arts, about
whose early history so many volumes have been written.
The subject is as mysterious as it is inviting. There is an
unusual degree of obscurity about the origin of the first
printed books and the lives and works of the early printers.
There are records and traditions which cannot be reconciled
of at least three distinct inventions of printing. Its early
histor&;] is entangled with a controversy about rival inven-
tors which has lasted for more than three centuries, and is
not yet fully determined. In the management of this con-
troversy, a subject intrinsically attractive has been made
repulsive. The history of the invention of printing has been
written to please national pride. German authors assert the
claims of tenberg and discredit traditions about Coster.
Dutch authors insist on the priority of Coster, and charge
Gutenberg with stealing the invention. Partisans on each
side insist that their opponents have perverted the records
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THE INVENTION OF PRINTING has always been re-
cognized by educated men as a subject of importance :
there is no mechanical art, nor are there any of the fine
arts, about whose early history so many volumes have
been written. The subject is as mysterious as it is in-
viting. There is an unusual degree of obscurity about
the origin of the first printed books and the lives and
works of the early printers. There are records and
traditions which cannot be reconciled of at least three
distinct inventions of printing. Its early history is
entangled with a controversy about rival inventors
which has lasted for more than three centuries, and is
not yet fully determined. In the management of this
controversy, a subject intrinsically attractive has been
made repulsive. e history of the invention of print-
ing has been written to please national pride. German
hors assert the claims of Gutenberg and discredit
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