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established about the
town, Pennsylvania, by (
ccuted in




: ed Engl adical and reformer, for $12.08, who is credited
with $12.06%—the shortage of one cent and three-quarters being duly carried forward
for several years to Profit and Loss.

The firm rented a frame house on “Cedar Street, atwixt Ninth and Tenth Streets

at $17.33 a month. In 1800 the frame house was valued at $40, and cost $82.09%4

“to shove it to its present location.” The property was bought by the firm, which
built another house on the same lot, at a cost of over

¢

$2500, with §

a4 year ground-
rent. Numerous entries of “ House ex venses” and “F
1

urniture” indicate that one or
both of the partners resided in the new building on Cedar St
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matters. One of the earliest mission schools w- started under his superintendence,
in one of the lowest seétions of Philadelphia, and some of his best years were spent in
endeavors to benefit those in the humblest conditions of society. For twenty-five years
he aéted as Corresponding Secretary of the Philadelphia Bible Society, and wrote its
annual reports. Besides, his duties as a Presbyterian—he being an Elder for many
years of the old Pine Street Church—led him to the bedside of the sick and dying.
These duties brought him into close intercourse with the smitten poor, and many
incidents of interest might be quoted growing out of these relations. Thus we see
his aim in life was not a selfish one. While struggling forward in the path to success,
he strove to rescue the fallen from the path of vice, and to encourage his brother man
to live an honest and godly life. His valuable qualities were soon recognized by the
senior member of the house, Mr. Lawrence Johnson, and he was accorded the position
of foreman of the entire department, comprising the composing rooms and the stereo-
type foundry. The business of stereotyping was then in its infancy in this country,
and many obstacles had to be overcome. Nevertheless, the imprint of the establish-
ment began to appear on many standard and popular works published in various parts
of the United States.

In 1845 he was taken into the business as a partner, together with the two
sons of Mr. George F. Smith, who had retired a short time previous. The title of
the house then became L. Johnson & Co.

With a portion of his hopes and ambitions realized, he was filled with new vigor
to endeavor to outstrip all his former exertions for bringing the produdtions of the
foundry to the highest standard. He gave personal supervision to the varied branches
of work in his department. He would be frequently found at the case and stone
manipulating the type to secure the choicest combinations and the most artistic display.
A monument to his skill and care in typography rests in the large quarto Specimen
Book that was brought out under his direction. As a trade book it was and is almost
faultless. Every line speaks some quaint conceit or hides some quiet humor, and is
expressive as a rule of the face or style of the type in which it is set. As an example
of beautiful bookmaking it refleéts the highest credit upon editor, compositor, pressman,
paper maker and binder, and scarcely has an equal. This work will be sought for
in future days by bibliographers as a curious and unique production.

The business grew in importance and magnitude; but competition was unscrupu-
lous, and some forty years ago he proposed that the house should send out an exploring
agent to South America, to visit printers and distribute among them the great Speci-
men Book got out under his direction. Mr. Johnson favored the proposal, and books
were sent in advance to various points, followed by the traveling agent, who went
down on one side of the continent, crossed the Andes, and returned home on the
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opposite side of the country. The sults were good, and South American orders for
material are seldom absent from the order-books of the house.

After Mr. Johnson's death, in April, 1860, his interest was bought by the three
junior partners, Thomas MacKellar, John F. Smith and Richard Smith, who, in 1845,
had been taken into the business with him—the last two being sons of a former partner.
Peter A. Jordan was admitted into the new organization.

In 1855 Mr. MacKellar brought out the ‘“Typographic Advertiser,” in which, in
1856, he proposed a general Asylum for Decayed Printers, and the firm afterward

offered one thousand dollars as a nucleus of ]
a fund. The movement was not supported |
sufficiently, and the matter fell through.
His old friend George W. Childs, with A. J.

Drexel, some years afterward renewed the

scheme, and, printers generally taking hold,
the project became a splendid success. The
“Advertiser” shortly became famous among
printers at home and abroad for its beauty
and for its specimens of the new styles of
types produced in the foundry. These were
exhibited in a unique manner, with many
original maxims, jests and sentimentalisms.
This periodical was edited by him for thirty

years, when he transferred the pleasing labor
to his son, William Brasher MacKellar. He
afterward issued “The American Printer,”

which has reached its eighteenth edition.

Of his genius as a poet we have as yet made but slight mention. In the rare
leisure intervals afforded by an exaéting business, on walking home to dinner, or in a
quiet evening home, the poetical spark which in his younger days he was forced to
hold in abeyance, now, as he gained in years and position, burst into flame, and his
heart gave utterance to the eloquence of poetry. His first piece, “The Sleeping Wife,”
was published in the *“Public Ledger,” and was written while he was yet unmarried.

He possesses the great merit of never straining after effeét, but writes from the
impulse of poetical emotions rather than from the less ennobling incitements of merely
literary ambition. His poems have a spirit profoundly religious, and their expression
is pleasingly natural.

He also wrote the Memorial Ode read upon the occasion of the unveiling of the
Soldiers’ Monument, at Market Square, Germantown, July 4th, 1883.
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In the conduét of his life he was governed by several important principles. The
first was, Never to buy anything till he could pay cash for it; the second was, Not to
buy anything that was not indispensable; the third was, To lay aside something every
week, even if it were but a half dollar. These principles he adhered to for years, till
his circumstances rendered their observance unnecessary; but withal he never with-
held a hand of charity. When, in 1845, he was allowed an interest in the business, the
first principle was adopted by the new firm, and cash was always paid for material
bought and for services rendered. This custom has continued to characterize the house.

The honorary degree of Doctor of Philosophy was conferred on him some years
ago by the Wooster University of Ohio.

The head of the banking interests of the house, from the year 1860 until he
passed to his final rest, was John F. Smith, eldest son of George F. Smith, the former
partner of Lawrence Johnson.

Mr. Smith was born in Philadelphia, January 20, 1815. His father was a skilled
mechanic and an experienced mould maker, and was connected with the concern when
under the control of the Ronaldsons.

He was first employed in one of the leading mercantile houses of Philadelphia,
where he acquired his early business knowledge. After remaining there for a period
of some years he entered the foundry during the proprietorship of Richard Ronaldson.

In conclusion, we can do no better than quote the late words of a contemporary:
“It is worth while to make much of such a man, and to hold up the history of his
successful career as an example such as in these days is all too rare.”

In 1845 he married Elizabeth W. Monroe, who died in April, 1885, leaving a son
and daughter, who still survive. The memory of his wife has been highly honored by
numerous acts of benevolence upon his part.

In connection with the financial position occupied by him, for many years he had
charge of the extensive warerooms of the Company. In his business habits he was
corre¢t and methodical. He was thoroughly systematic, not only in the conduét of
his private affairs, but also in all his transactions in connection with the positions held
by him. While fully capable of enjoying all the advantages that could be offered in
life, he was not in any respeét ostentatious. His life showed marked evidence of
carefulness and frugality, without meanness in living. He was domestic in charaéter,
universally gentlemanly in his deportment, sincere in his friendships, and outspoken
in his views.

He attended to the banking interests of the concern during his entire connedtion
with it with remarkable fidelity. After the formation of the Company into a corpora-
tion, in 1885, he served as its Treasurer with the same unswerving zeal.
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Mr. Smith was a prominent member of the Union League, and also a Director
of the National Bank of the Republic, being also conneéted in various capacities with
numerous other organizations.

In the twilight of his life he showed his judgment and good sense in distributing
a large portion of his fortune through various channels, which, during the remainder
of his days, he could see was properly applied. Many of the leading Hospitals and
Homes of Philadelphia have felt the touch of his gentle hand. His benevolence was not
confined in this direétion. Ample provision was also made by him for his own kinship.
The gift of the beautiful steamship, the Elizabeth W. Smith, to the Sanitarium was
a noble and trustworthy deed. This meant giving the pure air of heaven to thou-
sands of the poor and homeless children of his native place.

Mr. Smith died at his home in this city November 1, 1889. It is no more than
fitting that the following resolutions, passed as a tribute to his memory by the Type
Founders’ Association of the United States, should be here presented:

WHEREAS, Under the will of that Providence to whose ways we must all submit, our fellow-craftsman
and business associate, Mr. John F. Smith, of Philadelphia, has been removed from our midst by death.

Resolved, That in the passing away of Mr. John F. Smith the type-founders of this country have lost
a faithful friend and an honorable business associate, and the needy of his city a philanthropic and cheerful
giver.

Resolved, That in our estimation Mr. Smith’s life-work is one we can honestly urge upon our asso-
ciates for thoughtful consideration and emulation.

Resolved, That the Type Founders’ Association extends its sympathy to the bereaved family and long-
time partners of its deceased member.

Resolved, That these resolutions be entered upon the records of this Association, and that two copies
be engrossed for the family and for the house with which he was so long and honorably conneéted.

Memory at times brings to us pleasant remembrances. The closing career of
John F. Smith will always linger as a halo of recollection among his friends.

Mr. Richard Smith was born in Philadelphia in the year 1821. He also was
a son of George F. Smith. As a young man he had a liking for machinery, so he
was placed in the mechanical department of the foundry. He spent several years in
Europe studying the methods and systems of manufaéture of some of the principal
type foundries. After the retirement of his father he was given an interest in the
business by Mr. Johnson, and assumed entire charge of its manufaturing interests.
Mr. Smith was a close and attentive worker, and became proficient in the art of type
founding. He was an active promoter of all that tended to the advancement of his
calling and also of typography. He lived during the period of their great advance-
ment. With the aid of his partners the foundry was raised to a degree of importance
unequaled in this country or in the world.
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Most of his fortune was willed to his native city for the erection of a colossal
arch to perpetuate his memory. He also bequeathed five thousand dollars each to
the Typographical Union, No. 2, and the Typographical Society, both of Philadelphia.
He died in Paris, September 8, 1894. His remains were brought to his native city
and entombed in Laurel Hill Cemetery.

The fourth of the honored quartet of MacKellar, Smiths & Jordan was their
esteemed friend and partner, Mr. Peter A. Jordan. He was born in Philadelphia, May
30, 1822. His early commercial training was in two of the leading business houses
of his native city.

In the year 1854 he entered the service of L. Johnson & Co. as bookkeeper.
With a thorough training and a large share of natural talent he was eminently fitted
later to assume the responsibilities of correspondent. In this respe&t he possessed the
ability and happy faculty of adapting his commercial knowledge to meet the require-
ments and necessities of every demand.

After the death of Mr. Johnson, in 1860, he became an associate partner with
Mr. MacKellar and the two Smiths. He possessed a fine business capacity for the
mercantile department of the foundry, and his ta¢t and judgment in managing the
credits of the concern were extensive factors in its financial success.

He devoted care and industry to every feature of the business, in his sphere, that
would add to its prosperity and advancement. A number of the most striking and
artistic type designs that made the Company famous may be attributed to his good taste
and delicate conception. He was distinguished for his literary culture and his strong
predilection for rare and handsome books and works of art. In poesy he never made
his light conspicuous, though having considerable skill in versification and in the
expression of heartfelt sentiment.

Mr. Jordan married Miss Adelaide Linton, a daughter of Mr. John Linton, a
highly respectable tobacco merchant of Philadelphia, by whom he had one son, George
Frederick, now the Manager of the Manufaduring Department of the foundry.

He was an Elder in the Buttonwood Street Presbyterian Church, and later in the
North Broad Street Presbyterian Church. He took an interest in the historical and
art associations of the city.

He was courteous in his deportment, and was a devoted and affectionate husband.
This trait was strikingly evinced by his patient and unwearied kindness and attention
to his wife during the long illness which resulted in her death at Denver, Col., in
April, 1882. This loss he felt deeply, and his former vivacious and happy disposition
did not possess him. He died March 235, 1884, leaving a vacancy in the establishment,
following his successful career, which was difficult to fill.
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of the business. He remained at the books for seve: years, obtaining an efficient
insight into the commercial charadter and standing of the many patrons of the house.

He became the Secretary of the MacKellar, Smiths & Jordan Company at its
formation into a corporation, in 1885, and was one of its principal stockholders. He
assumed control of the commercial portion of the business of the Company as well
as of the credits, and, in addition to the work of an advisory and supervisory charaéter,
edited the “Typographic Advertiser,” the trade paper of the house. He also edited
its specimen books, the most elegant examples of printing extant.

He received a musical education, and was a vocal pupil of Signor Barili. For
many years he was Organist of the Trinity Lutheran Church, of Germantown, the
organ there having been built under his supervision. He has performed on some
of the largest organs in the world, and when on a temporary stay in San Francisco
was Organist of the Metropolitan Temple.

From his younger days much of Mr. MacKellar’s time has been spent in working
among the poor of his native city. He is President of the Bedford Street Mission,
the most complete organization probably of its kind in the world. He was Secretary
of the Type Founders’ Association of the United States, and has been Treasurer of
the Typothetze of Philadelphia since its formation. He is a member of the Colonial
Society of Pennsylvania, the Manufacturers’ Club, and the Typographical Society of
Philadelphia. He is also a member of the Philadelphia Consistory, Scottish Rite, of
the Mystic Shrine, and of the Masonic Veterans of Pennsylvania.

He introduced to the notice of the printing fraternity a new system for the
measurement of type composition, substituting the letter m in place of the em quad
as a unit of measure.

Mr. MacKellar assisted in raising the funds and sele&ing the library presented to
the Childs-Drexel Home for Printers, in Colorado.

At the formation of the American Type Founders’ Company he was its first Vice-
President. He is now a Manager in the Company and one of its Directors.

George Frederick Jordan, son of Peter A. Jordan, was born in Philadelphia, August
31, 1850. He received his early education in the public schools, finally graduating
from the Friends’ Central High School. In 1867 he entered the employ of MacKellar,
Smiths & Jordan, and was given a position in the warerooms. By close attention to
business he soon gained control of one of the leading selling departments, which he
managed with ability and skill, gaining the good will of the many patrons of the house.

Upon the formation of the MacKellar, Smiths & Jordan Company, in 1885, he
became a large stockholder, and on the retirement of Mr. Richard Smith from ative

duties he became its Vice-President.
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with great care, and devised on studied mathematical principles. Improvements in
the processes of hardening steel, a better understanding of fused metals and their com-
bination, and the skill and experience resulting from a century of aétivity and invention
in one particular branch conneéted with the business, are all very important factors
that enter into the advance made in recent years in producing type-moulds capable of
turning out the finest and most accurate type.

Whatever improvement in type there has been made in four hundred years, and
that is a very long time, is more than anything else the result of improvement in the
mould. It is apparent, for instance, that a finely-made mould, as nearly perfect in all
its parts as it is possible to make it, and upon which a great deal of time has been
expended, will turn out better and more uniform type even than if each individual
type was made by hand, as they were in the infancy of the printing art.

The moulds used in this foundry in casting most of the type on the hand and
steam casting machines are made of the finest steel, ground so as to be perfectly
accurate in all their parts. Usually there are twelve or thirteen pieces of steel in a
mould, all fastened together very solidly, but so arranged that they can be adjusted
very readily by steel screws of a special make. This construction, when put together,
is as smooth and slippery as silk, so fine is it finished. As to size, it can be held in
the hollow of a man’s hand, and weighs about a pound, though there are moulds
intended for much larger type that weigh nearly three times as much. The parts are
made from templets of hardened steel, all so exactly alike in their construétion that
the part of one mould, when necessary, can be transferred to another.

Every one of these parts is ground to a standard shape and size on laps of lead,
tin and emery. The grinding is the most particular part of the operation, and is done
entirely by hand. As this work progresses the pieces are constantly gauged by the
workman in order to get them true to the standard. Every bit and particle of steel
that enters into the mould has, of course, to be carefully hardened and tempered,
as in the process of casting the type it has to undergo great heat and quick change
of temperature in cooling, and the slightest variation in the mould would make imper-
fect type. All the filing, drilling and grinding of the parts composing the mould are
done in the establishment, as it is absolutely necessary that the oversight, manipulation
and fashioning of every part should be in the same experienced hands by which it is
put together. If every part of the mould is not exactly right, it will cast a wing or

“ burr on the type, or cause some other blemish that will condemn it.

One of the important functions of the mould, in casting the type, is making the
nicks. These are cut in the steel and ground with emery to the required standard,
shape and size. It is a most difficult task to fit the nick or nicks into the groove in
the body of the mould, so as to prevent a burr being cast upon the type at that
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cast on the automatic perfecting machines. Moreover, the perfeéting machine casts one-
third more type than the steam-casting machine, the face of the type is much sharper,
there is more regularity in thickness and body, and more general uhiformity.

Equally complete and finished in its results is the automatic space and quadrat
machine, invented in this establishment, and acknowledged to be the best device for
the purpose in existence. It has an average output of seventy-five pounds, as against
forty pounds on the hand space and quadrat machine. The spaces and quadrats coming
from this machine are made and finished with a mathematical nicety equal to the
type, and have long since acquired an established reputation wherever used.

The automatic perfecting machines and the space and quadrat machines in their
every part, as well as other machines used, are built in the large Machine-Construct-
ing Department conneéted with the establishment. This branch of the business, which
is located on the fourth floor, is equipped with the latest improved machinery necessary
to meet the demands made upon it. It gives employment to a large force of skilled
mechanics, who are kept busy adding to the already large number of machines and
tools in use, and repairing such others as get out of order from continual wear.

The effort to bring about uniformity in the size of type bodies in all the type
foundries of the United States has resulted in the adoption of a uniform system of
point bodies, known as the American Point System. In this system one point equals
one-twelfth of a Pica, therefore Pica measures twelve points and Nonpareil six points.
The value of the system gradually dawned upon the mind of the intelligent printer,
and met with general recognition and approval.

Taking into consideration the daily association of printers with type, it is to be
supposed that they would become intimately acquainted with all its distinguishing
chara&eristics. Such, however, is not the case.

Different parts of a type are designated as the face, the counter, the beard, the
shoulder, the shank or body, the kern, the pin-mark, the nick, the groove and the
feet. It is worthy of note that a considerable portion of this nomenclature is similar
to names applied to the human frame. The face is the part from which an impression
is taken, and various portions of its surface are called stem, ceriph and kern. The
straight flat stroke of a letter is the stem; the fine lines at the top and bottom of a
letter are ceriphs, and a projection over the shank or body, like that at the top of the
letter f, is a kern. The counter is the space between the lines of the face. The lower
portion of a type, on which it is supported whenever it is doing service as part of
composed matter, is divided by a groove, made by the type-dresser, and, probably on
account of this division, is called the feet instead of the foot. The nick is a hollow
cast in the shank or body of the type, one or more nicks being inserted in various
fonts, and their position being varied. While the nick in all American and English
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more intricate cutting and more complicated machinery than ordinary brass rule. In
their manufaéture a lathe is used, on the mandrel of which a series of small cutters or
saws are placed in combination, in order to obtain the formation desired. When these
cutters are fastened together, they form a milling tool for cutting both sides. The
designs of these dashes, braces, corners and centre pieces number several hundred.

For making brass circles, ovals, and borders of different shapes, such as are used for
label printing, this foundry has exceptional facilities. The brass circles vary in size
from one-eighth of an inch to nine inches in diameter, and have been made as large
as twenty-four inches. They are made of the finest strip brass, joined with silver
solder, and are turned on lathes construéted for that purpose.

Thousands of strips of brass rule are kept in stock in large dust-proof cases,
awaiting the printer’s orders for full-length strips, or to be cut into required sizes at
a moment’s notice. There are also in stock hundreds of pounds of labor-saving brass
rule cut to the regulation sizes, with mitered pieces for corners.

Whoever reads extensively nowadays, whether it be the newspapers or books,
cannot but be impressed with the sharpness of outline and variety of the borders, rules
and dashes, made of brass, which are used in all modern printing. This is the result
of the care, system and delicacy with which these valuable accessories of the typo-
grapher’s art are now made.

ELECTROTYPING.

Whether it be in the Moulding Department or the Finishing Department, located
one above the other and both overlooking Swanwick Street, the process of eleétrotyping
commands attention and excites surprise. The clever machinery, the ease with which
it does its work, the seeming simplicity of the process, and yet the amount of detail
and the practical knowledge involved, give these departments a fascination peculiarly
their own. Following is an outline of the process:

A moulding case, having been slightly warmed on the steam heating table, is
placed on a level iron table, and melted beeswax is poured into it from a clean ladle
through a fine wire sieve, to keep out any foreign substance which may have fallen
into the melting-pot. Great care must be exercised to run the wax over the case
while it is hot, so that it may not, by cooling too quickly in any part, cause irregu-
larities. The air bubbles which rise to the surface must be touched with the heated
building-iron in order to make them disappear.

After the case of wax has been shaved to the required thickness on a machine
construéted for that purpose, and carefully prepared in the manmner described above, it
is thoroughly rubbed over with black lead and polished by means of a soft brush,
after which the wax is ready for the impression.

70

Google f’



Original from
PENN STATE

Digitized by Google

9|6006-sn-pd#asn~ssadoe/bi03sniyiyrey mmm//:diy / paznibip-916009 ‘saiels paliun 9yl ul urewoq dlqnd
6.08€GST0000°3sd/LZ0Z/3@u"d|pURY’|PY//:d1Y / LIND 0T:00 6T-90-GT0Z UO pajelauds



Original from
PENN STATE

Digitized by Google

9|6006-sn-pd#asn~ssadoe/bi03sniyiyrey mmm//:diy / paznibip-916009 ‘saiels paliun 9yl ul urewoq dlqnd
6.08€SST0000°3sd/LZ0Z/3@u d|pURY’|pY//:d1Y / LIND GZ:00 6T-90-GT0Z UO pajelausds



the slightest scratch or abrasion. On O¢tober 3, 1838, utilizing this idea, Professor
Jacobi communicated to the St. Petersburg Academy of Sciences his process of pro-
ducing copies of engraved copper plates by the agency of eletricity—the first direct
knowledge of eledtrotyping extant.

Shortly previous, Mr. Thomas Spencer, of Liverpool, arrived at a somewhat similar
result, accidentally, through using a copper coin for the copper element, and employ-
ing a neutral jar in place of the copper-containing vessel. The coin became entirely
incrusted with the deposited copper; on stripping it off, he found it a faithful copy
of the coin —*intaglio” instead of *‘relief.”

The dire&tion of the ‘‘deposit,” or rather the knowledge of controlling the same,
so that certain portions of an obje¢t might be coated and the rest remain intact, was
discovered accidentally by Mr. Spencer while employing a copper-containing jar.
Having spilled some varnish on the inside of the copper vessel, he discovered that
wherever the varnish adhered, though ever so thin a film, no deposit took place. A
knowledge of this fact led the way to many interesting experiments in copying coins,
medals, and various other metallic objects.

When Mr. Murray, in 1840, found that a variety of non-conducting articles could
be made conductive by a thin film of black lead brushed over them, a great advance
was made in the eleftrotyping art; and when he suggested a separate battery for the
depositing fluid, the use of any kind of battery was made available, whereas previ-
ously no form of cell was adapted to the use of eleétrotyping except the Daniell.

Some twenty years ago a process was discovered to render the face of the moulds
more condudétive after being blackleaded. A difficulty existed, in moulds of any con-
siderable magnitude, in ‘“‘coating” the entire surface evenly with a uniform thickness
of copper, the deposition taking place first where the negative eleétrode connected
with the mould, and then gradually spreading over the entire surface. By the time
the more remote parts of the service were covered by the copper deposit, that portion
near the conduéting wire was unnecessarily thick. This defeét was an obstacle in the
way of the rapid produétion of work. The new process mentioned consists of the
use of iron filings and a portion of the copper solution.

Of late, the magneto-ele¢tric machine has been displaced for praétical use by the
dynamo-eleétric machine, or dynamo, the distinétion being that in the former a perma-
nent magnet is employed, while in the latter its place is taken by an eleétro-magnet.

As the current passes through the bath the solution becomes decomposed, its
copper being gradually deposited on the cathode or mould, while the liberated sul-
phuric acid dissolves an equivalent proportion of copper from the anode; or, in other
words, the copper is deposited on the mould at the same rate that it is dissolved from
the anode.
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THE FOUNDRY STOCK ROOM.

The world is not so very old compared with what it may be, and yet it is a great
step from the receptacles of the baked-clay records of the Chaldeans, the most vener-
able of preserved charadters, to a modern foundry stock room fitted with every con-
venience and labor-saving device, including a system of arrangement that is the out-
come of a whole century of practical experience.

Portions of the papyri of early Egypt are still preserved as sacredly as the mum-
mies in the sarcophagi; but in present living interest they do not compare in import-
ance with stacks of Pica and tiers of Nonpareil that blink and wink in mute
eloquence from the thousands of shelves of the main type repository, dumb as
oysters, but waiting the hour when, in answer to the click of the compositor’s stick
and the roll of the press, they will speak—telling perhaps things that have not yet
happened—to readers yet unborn.

Even the large, square apartment with its millions of type, weighing tons and
tons, tucked away exclusively in nooks and corners to themselves, has memories of
deepest interest clustering around it—for previous to the year 1862, when it was
utilized as a part of this establishment, it was known as Old Sansom Street Hall, a
place of fashionable and popular resort, where the earliest flower shows and some of
the handsomest banquets and most brilliant assemblages were held. Every rafter has
reverberated with eloquence and music and song in days gone by, and piled away
between them now are the little leaden missives that will tell the tale of to-morrow.

It was said of Darius, the great Persian king and commander, that he knew the
name and identity of every man in his immense army, and similarly there is not one
servitor in the metal-clad legion of this gigantic typographical army but is known
and can be identified at a moment’s notice. System prevails everywhere—not the
ordinary system of a lawyer’s office, nor of some miscellaneous store, but a system like
that of a carefully conducted bank, where every coin and note and piece of value has
its own place, according to its denomination and relation.

The spacious, high apartment on the second floor, used as the foundry stock room,
looks as much like an immense library as anything else at first glance, with cases full
of compartments reaching from the floor to the ceiling and extending the four sides
of the room. Counters or stands are also arranged along the sides and at intervals
through the centre of the room, and on these are stacks and rows of made-up type,
not yet put away. The shelves for the material are so constructed as to furnish an
opening or shelf-space above the counters for each fixed division. By the use of slip
shelves, kept in place by the uprights at the sides, the space can be separated into
one-half, one-third or one-quarter divisions, furnishing more or less room for each kind
of material, according to trade demands.




Original from
PENN STATE

Digitized by Google

9|6006-sn-pd#asn~ssadoe/bi03sniyiyrey mmm//:diy / paznibip-916009 ‘saiels paliun 9yl ul urewoq dlqnd
6.08€SST0000°3sd/LZ0Z/3@u"d|pURY’|pY//:d1Y / LIND 85:00 6T-90-GT0Z UO pajelausdn



The type, in neatly put-up packages, is placed on the shelves, classified alpha-
betically, according to face or style, and arranged numerically as to the size in each
class. Space is allowed between each section to provide for additions, and at the
same time allow the stock to be kept in symmetrical good order.

The motto of this most interesting part of the establishment appears to be ‘“‘a
place for everything and everything in its place.” Not even the Astor Library, with
its carefully-studied plan, formulated on the best points of the systems of the libraries
of the world, has any superior arrangement of classification, whereby what is wanted
can be had instantly, without mistake or delay.

In the extensive addition to the stock room, in the new building, the newspaper
and book type is all arranged according to class, each size subdivided alphabetically
for convenience in handling.

Sorts of all the job letter made are kept in small boxes with sliding metal lids,
the charaters separated by leads to prevent mixing. These boxes, which number
thousands, are stored under the counters, and are arranged alphabetically. Sort orders
can thus be promptly filled and everything kept in good condition.

The place for every style of type is indicated by a label, specifying the charaéter
and size. Drawers for labels, each in its place, pigeon-holes for order-blanks and
special material of every kind, all systematically arranged, make matters so convenient
that any one having a knowledge of the business may, in a short time, be instructed
where to find anything wanted. Indeed, there are boys who, at a moment’s notice,
can produce specimens of any kind of type amid a multitude of made-up metal so
bewildering that without this system finding anything would be a task beside which
the proverbial “needle in the haystack” would seem easy.

Nothing could give a more impressive idea of the importance and value of sys-
tem in detail than these vast spaces with myriads of compartments, each place filled
with a certain kind of letter, or a particular group of letters or charaéters, which, like
the presto of the conjurer’s wand, leap from hiding places at the beck of a finger
to begin adtive service in the dissemination of the printed page.

A certain amount of obscurity shrouds all relating to the origin of the different
bodies of type, and even their nomenclature, which goes back to the earliest typo-
graphical antiquity. The sizes of type were probably named at first by the early
printers according to the works on which they were used. It seems that in England
type bodies were not reduced to a definite scale until the sixteenth century. In
France an attempt by public decree was made, in 1725, to not only regulate the
scale of bodies, but the standard weight of type as well. It must be remembered that
the early printers were their own type founders, and to trace the Roman charaéters,
for instance, would involve a research of the early literature of European countries.
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Direétly in the rear of the offices, and extending back one hundred feet, are the
Sales Departments. There the stock for current orders is kept, and each variety of
type, printing machinery and material is replaced and filled up as the supply is drawn
upon. All of the many styles of type are arranged alphabetically on the numberless
shelves with respeét to series and sizes of each design. There are about five thousand
sizes included in the many series of jobbing designs, some of them nearly obsolete,
but kept in stock because occasionally called for.

Most of these jobbing faces are made from special designs by trained artists, and
have been produced at great expeﬁse. Others have been reproduced from original
letters taken from old manuscripts in great public or private libraries, and from
antique missals treasured in the monasteries of the Old World.

Whenever it is deemed that some original face will become popular, on account
of beauty or utility, it is patented to prevent imitation. By a large outlay, and by
securing the best designs, this establishment has for a long period of years furnished
the most extensive assortment of tasteful and beautiful faces of any foundry in the
world. It is also a well-known faét that the fonts are put up on a more liberal
scale than in most of the American foundries, giving them additional practical value.

Not only is the Roman letter used in English printing found in all its variations,
but the stock includes type for use in the French, German, Italian, Portuguese and
Spanish languages, with appropriate accents, which are frequently shipped in large
quantities to Mexico, South America, China, Japan, the Continent of Eur(;pe, and other
foreign countries. There is also furnished type for the Greek, Latin, Hebrew, Rus-
sian and Rabbinic languages, all recut from old models.

This is the only type foundry in the country making music type. All the char-
acters, lines and notes for this work are furnished in their entirety. Most of the
extensive and valuable music books and colleétions of compositions published in this
country are printed from the type made by this foundry.

The earliest specimen of music type known, it appears, was used at Westminster
in 1495. The square notes were formed of ordinary type-high quadrats, and the
staff-lines of metal rules imperfeétly joined. In other countries music was occasionally
shown, but not in type. It was usually printed from wooden blocks. About 1500 a

“music press was established in Venice, and soon other European presses followed, but

music printing did not become general until 1550, when Grafton printed Marbecke’s
Book of Common Prayer, noted in movable type, the four staff-lines being printed in
red and the notes in black. About 1660 the detached notes hitherto used began to
give place to the new type notes, by which the heads of sets of quavers could be
joined. At Oxford University punches and matrices of the music type used there
about 1667 are still preserved.
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Transacting so much foreign business, and having sent out in a period of a cen-
tury such an amount of type for the printed page, and disseminated widespread such
quantities of literature in foreign climes, the claim may with justice be made that
a great influence for the increase of intelligence and enlightenment has emanated from
this single establishment, which has encompassed the globe.

In furnishing supplies to the printer, promptness is as equally important as cor-
reétness in the filling of orders. A special delivery system is in vogue, by means of
which printers in the city have their orders filled immediately. Delivery wagons are
also in constant use for large packages, for supplying orders to the various newspapers,
publishing and printing houses, the vast majority of which receive all their printing
material from this foundry.

The large force conneéted with the City Department includes city salesmen, who
visit the trade each day with a view of ascertaining what is wanted, and giving prompt
service. This department also handles eletrotyping orders, and the best work of this
charadter is produced. Entire works of many volumes, pamphlets, almanacs, and about
everything important in this branch is done here on a large scale. Included in late
work were the plates for a State publication of 1800 pages.

In the Country Department, all orders from the trade outside the city, including
foreign orders, are handled, and during the busy season tons of type are shipped each
week, going not only all over the United States but to different parts of the world.
It is no uncommon thing to furnish entire outfits of type at short notice, as in the
case of newspaper plants destroyed by fire, which have to be entirely renewed.
The packing facilities for such service are on an elaborate scale, and special teams
for hauling packages of heavy weight to the freight stations are required.

Such numerous transactions make a large correspondence system necessary, and
the foreign and domestic letters of the concern, nearly all relating to orders, are
extensive in number, and are usually of a charadter requiring pradtical judgment and
prompt attention. This work is simpfiﬁed by the use of stenographers and typewriters,
who are kept constantly busy answering the many communications received during
the course of the year.

Records are colleted of all new improvements in printing machinery and the
appurtenances of the printer, and all such information is kept on file in such a
manner that it can be furnished without delay.

Under the jurisdi¢tion of this department are traveling salesmen, who are con-
stantly visiting the trade in different parts of the country soliciting orders, or, as is
often the case, anticipating wants.
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Besides doing the composition for all their own specimen books and similar
publications, much is done for the printing trade in general in the way of books,
pamphlets and almanacs in all the modern languages, calendars, title pages, jobbing
and fac-simile work, of which eleétrotype plates are furnished. In the earlier years
this department did the type composition on books which have been powerful in
modeling the thoughts of rising generations and of the men who for many years
have been most prominent in professions and in public life.

It is a well-known fa@ among printers that the books printed from plates made
at the MacKellar, Smiths & Jordan Foundry, when the composition is done by them,
are in their typography and style among the best printed in this country. In the
make-up of the pages, in the clearness, beauty accuracy, and style of type, they are
models; and where they are still preserved, as many of them are in libraries, they
equal, if not surpass, the most artistic productions of modern times. The type com-
position on books done in this department for the last fifty years is far beyond what
one would imagine. They include Bibles, school books, histories, volumes of poetry,
books of hymn and prayer, books of music and song and the most diversified variety
of publications. There has not been a move nor improvement, nor any development
in the printers’ art of book-making, during the past century, with which this depart-
ment has not been identified or in which it has not taken the lead.

Any reference to the influence this type foundry, the oldest in the United States,
has exerted on the printing art would be incomplete without calling attention to the
beautiful specimen books of typography which have from time to time been issued
from its Specimen Printing Department.

The first specimen book was issued in 1809. Two copies of this edition are pre-
served in the foundry library: one with no title at the beginning, containing some
specimens of type, followed by a title in Part II, which consists of cuts and ornaments.

The next book in order is dated three years later, and was doubtless considered
by Binny & Ronaldson as their first regular specimen book. The title of this book
reads: ‘“‘Specimens of Printing Types from the Foundry of Binny & Ronaldson,
Philadelphia, 1812.” In the preface to this book special mention is made of the fac
that all their fonts are furnished with the accents used in the Spanish language.
The book shows an assortment of type, from seven-line Pica down to Pearl, together
with several pages of German, Greek and Hebrew, and some borders.

Another specimen book was issued in 1816, and still another in 1822. These were
issued by James Ronaldson, successor to Binny & Ronaldson. In the preface to the
1816 book he pays a high compliment to his retiring partner. He also says that “in
some cases it became necessary for Binny & Ronaldson to imitate the Europeans,
and, in some instances, contrary to their own judgment.”
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and sizes of every font, was so complete that printers could acquaint themselves
beforehand with the cost of every article required. In addition to these, the pamphlet
contained a list of signatures for book-work, specimens of proof-reading marks, a table
showing the quantity of paper required to print a thousand copies of a book in any
form, and numerous other items of interest to the printer.

The Eleventh Specimen Book, the Handy Book, and the Compaé¢t Book of Type
Specimens, which have been issued continuously for the past twenty years, are too
well known to the printers throughout this continent to require special mention.

To the credit of the Specimen Printing Department it may be remarked that at
the World’s Columbian Exposition, held in Chicago in 1893, the Specimen Book of
this foundry received the Highest Award for * Illustrating the use of Type, Borders
and Ornaments in combination. For Forms varied in size and unique in design.
Absolutely without fault as to artistic effeét and justification.”

Early in 1894 the American Type Founders’ Company commenced work on its
Collective Specimen Book, bringing out the Eastern edition two years later. Nearly
all the work necessary in producing this book, and placing it before the printers
throughout the United States and Canada, was done at the Specimen Printing Depart-
ment connected with the MacKellar, Smiths & Jordan Foundry. This specimen book
is by far the most extensive ever produced by any type foundry in the world. In it
are displayed all the leading book and newspaper types and original jobbing designs,
besides a large variety of borders, ornaments, cuts, brass rule, and other material made
by the various type foundries conneéted with the American Type Founders’ Company.
Over seventy tons of paper were consumed in the printing of this book.

This Souvenir, in its entirety, is also a produc¢t of the Specimen Printing Depart-
ment connected with this establishment, and augurs well the class of work which it
is capable of executing.

The type from which the pages of this Souvenir are printed is a new size of the
famous Ronaldson Old Style, and was cut and cast on a fifteen-point body especially
for this purpose. This series has had the largest sale of any old-style letter ever
produced in this country. It was named after James Ronaldson, one of the founders
of this establishment, and is known all over the world.

In reviewing the numerous editions of specimen books of various dimensions and
sizes which were issued from this department, sight should not be lost of the Typo-
graphic Advertiser, the pioneer of its class in the world. It may be appropriate to
look back to the period of its early history, and to note its marked influence as a
factor in the advancement of all that pertains to typography.

The first edition was printed and issued in April, 1855, with Thomas MacKellar
as its editor. In the initial number it was stated that the design of the periodical
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