On the Revival of Printing in the

Cherokee Language

by John K. White

I7 15 NOW NEARLY 150 YEARS since the ef-
forts of one man, Sequoyah, transformed
his Cherokee people into a literate na-
tion. Once as he talked with friends, the
conversation drifted to the subject

the whiteman’s “Talking Leaves.” By
making marks on a piece of paper, some-
one said, the whitemen could send a
message hundreds of miles and have it
fully understood. They all wondered at
the great wisdom of a people who could
do such a mystical thing. Sequoyah then
t00k a stick and made some marks in the
dust. “Look, any fool can do that,” he
said, and rattled off a few words, seem-

ent on to another topic. But
Sequoyah remembered the incident. He
realized how important it was to be able
to put words down o
gan to think about givin

“Talking Leaves” also. Letting his farm
£0 10 weeds and his family depend on
relatives for food, Sequoyah built a
small cabin where he could work in
privacy. For 12 years he labored, ob-
sessed with his dream. Once his wife's
relatives succeeded in luring him from
his cabin and then burned it to the
ground. They hoped that by destroying
all his work they would turn him from
his folly.

Sequoyah had first attempted to make
or a whole word. When, after
bor had been destroyed,
he could remember only a handful of
the thousands of signs he had invented,
lized that he was on the wrong
track. He returned to his labors with

newed vigor. He realized that al-
though there were m.,m
n the Gherokee language, the
composed of a much Resalie nizbeciot

hearing him  uttering unintelligible
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sounds as he tried to discover all the
s found in Cherokee, thought he
was involved in black magic. He would
listen intently to conversation, strain-
ing to catch a new syllable; and then
would repeat it over and over so he
would mot forget it. This undoubtedly
was very disconcerting to his few re-
maining friends. But now, at least, he
wa the right track. By 1819 Se-
quoyah had perfected a Syllabary of 85
characters that was ideally suited to
Cherokee phonetics. At first, the only
person who would bother to try to learn
the Syllabary was his 6-year old daugh-
ter. When, however, in front of a group
of the head men of the tribe, she read
off a message that had been dictated to
her father, people began to be con-
vinced.

Within a year thousands of Cherokees
were able to read and write in their own
language. Those who had learned the
Syllabary would go home and teach their
families, or stop people on the road to
ask them if they had learned it. Over-

ight the whole nation became a school.

Young men would travel just so they
could send a letter home or to a sweet-
heart. Cherokee (hn\n.\n) wranslated
parts of the Bible into their language,
and these were pmm around in manu
script. Gherokee Shamans copied down
their sacred songs and formulas that had
been passed on by word of mouth for
countless generations. By the year 1828
the Cherokee nation had a national
press and was printing a weekly news-
paper, The Cherokee Phoenix, in Eng-
lish and Cherokee.

Between 1828 and 1835 the press at
New Echota, the Cherokee Capital, also
issued a number of portions of the
Bible, copies of the laws passed by the
National Council, various
pamphlets,
Hymn Book, temperance tracts, and re-

ligious documents. Copies of corre-
spondence between the Cherokee na-
tion and the United States Government
were always printed in the newspaper.
‘Thus the Cherokees were kept informed
of current affairs to a degree not often
found in that day and age. The “Cur-
rent Events” was largely the efforts of
the United States Government to force
e emigrate west of
ssippi. Cherokee territory had
shrunk by 1830 to approximately the
northern third of Georgia and small
parts of Alabama, Tennessee and North
Carolina. At that point the Cherokees
refused to cede any more of their home-
land. Several thousand people, howes
had moved west of the Mississippi of
their own accord to keep away from the
Lnutn(hmgvhl( men.
1835 a printing press which was to
be (mploye\l in printing in the Chero-
kee language was set up in the western
Cherokee country. Between 1835 and
1861 this press printed 13,980,000 pages
of books, tracts, pamphlets, and pas-
sages from d
1839 the res
tlonaxrived)about. 18,000 sirvivors of
the “Trail of Tears,”
moval. A small number of unauthorized
persons had signed a treaty of removal
1835. Against the protest of 90 per-
cent of the Cherokee Nation this spuri-
ous document was ratified by the Senate
and the emigration of the Indians de-
manded by the government. The gre
majority of the Cherokees, unwilling to
abandon their homeland, refused to
wmos and Vet driven Proad (UEH Homed
by thousands of soldiers. They were

?

Trail of Tears took 9 months, from the
fall of 1838 through the winter to the
spring of 1839. Over 4,000 Cherokees,
mostly children and aged, died of starva-
tion and exposure.

By 1843 the Cherokee Nation had re-
covered sufficiently to authorize the
establishment of another national press.
The following year the Cherokee Aduo-
cate appeared. The paper contained 4
pages of 6 columns each, in English and
Cherokee. Publication of the paper was
suspended for lack of funds in 1853 and
was not resumed until 1870, With slight
interruptions it was published from that
ne until 190
With re-cstablishment of a national
press, Cherokee literature flourished. An
annual - Almanac was pubhshed for
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CHEROKEE SYLLABARY —‘

CWY UI$GIoJ |

Da
§ ga © ka
% ha

Re JE
F ge Y gi
Phe Ahi

W la dles il
¢” ma Ol me H mi
6 na Ane hni
t hna G nah

I kwa @ kwe P kwi
Ysacos 4se bsi
L da Sde Jdi
W ta b te Jqti
Rdlaltla Ltle Ctli
G tsa V tse ke tsi
G wa @ we O wi
o ya 8ye Ayi

many years in English and Cherokec.
The Cherokee Messenger, a bimonthly
religious magazine, was printed, as well
numerous tracts, primers, spelling
books, arithmetics, Bible passages, a
complete New Testament, hymn books,
and other miscellaneous publications,
The Constitution and laws of the Chero-
kee Nation were printed in various edi-
tions. Resolutions of the National Coun-
cil, messages of the Chiefs, even current
acts of the legislative council were
romptly circulated among
s a result, the Cherokees
ccame better informed of their laws
d the actions of their public servants
than members of any other Indian tribe.
When the Civil War broke out i

1861, the Cherokee Nation was split in
two. All progress ceased in the killing
and destruction that ensued. At the
war's end, the nation was a shambles
with thousands of Cherokees holecis
and the bitterest lmml betweer

tions. Most of the Cherokee (.1|)|t.ll
Tahlequah, had e hurmd to the
ground, although the old p e

had been hidden and so irsiocd the
war. Tt took only s o find the
Cherokee nation again unified and pro-
gressing. By 1870 the Gherokee Advo-
again being published, and
distributed free to those who spoke only

D0 OB Y
Ago Jgu Egv
Fho Thu &hv
Gilotse ln = 4 lv.
S mo ¥ mu

Z10 = dinu S Osny,
Y kwo @kwu & kwv
+ so & su  Rsv
Vdo Sdu 0 dv
thiitlor okt s Pitlve
Ktso dtsu Ctsv
©wo Iwu 6wv
Ayo Gyu Byv

Cherokee. The school system was re:
nd work started on a series of textbooks
in the Cherokee language. But times
were changing. The United States gov-
emnment was o lon;,cr interested in the
ontinued existence of semi-independ-
ent Indian \"\unm  within the national
bounda e by one the rights of
o Tes e onces shele bwNa
tional Government were taken away
and placed under United States j
diction. An attempt was made to collect
money and purchase land in Mexico
where Cherokees could retain their na-
tional identity. This failed. In 1907 with
the achievement of OKI
hood, the United States Gover
hmvv.\llv dissolved the Cherokee Nation

Although there is not now a
ater, ofic rokee Nation, the
Cheroke

2re sl here, There are some
30,000 or 50 in Oklahoma and 3,000
in their old homeland in the mounta
of North Carolina. They are the rem-
nant of those Cherokees who escaped
from the camps and hid in the moun-
tains. Perhaps a third can still spea
Cherokee fluently and of these many of
the older people still read and write in
their n tongue.

OF Cherokee descent  through
father's family, I have long been in-
terested in preserving the language. One

important factor, T felt, in the decline
of the language was the fact that there
was nothing to read printed in Chero-
kee: the availability of reading material
might stimulate interest and pride. It
is hard to express the pride that Chero-
kees feel in having their own written
language.

I learned that the most efficient and
economical method of printing is by the
photo-offset process. In this method, the
material is photographed, a metal plate
is made from the negative, and this is
put 1 offset printing press. The
diffculty is in preparing the nnquul
copy. Either older material !
ready been printed, hand written copy.
or a “proof sheet” taken from copy set
with printing type, can be photo-
graphed.

From a library 1 obtained a list of
book dealers. I chose all those in OKL
homa and any others whose specialty
was American Indians. It was not a
complete listing, but I sent out letters
to 50 or 60 bookdealers asking about
Cherokee books. Two dealers had Cher-
okee material and from one I obtained
a set of proof sheets for the book of
Genesis printed in 1853 and from the
other a_small Cherokee hymn book
printed in 1909,

In the spring of 1961, under the im-
printof Cherokee Phoenix publications,
1 published a 16-page booklet contain.
g the first 8 chapters of the book ..r

s a

Ianguage publication that 1 distribated
in an effort to revive interest in pre-
serving Sequoyah’s great gift to the
Cherokee language. Since the spring of
1961 Cherokee Phoenix Publications
has printed Genesis 1-8, The Cherokee
Hymn Book, The Swiss Peasant, and
reprinted one issue of the old Cherokee
Phoenix. A newsletter, Tsalagi Tsincki
(The Cherokee Speaker), has been sent
to a mailing list that has grown from 12
Cherokees in \mh Carolina_to 175
herokees in s 0 of whom get
bulk mailings) 2nd about 30 anth
pologists and other interested persons.
With encouragement and assistance
from the editor of CURRENT ANTHRO
voLoGy, by June of 1962 enough money
had been accumulated through dona
tions from Cherokees and a generous
grant from the American Council of
Learned Societies to pay for a new font
of Cherokee Type. It was probably the
fourth time in history—and the first in
nearly 100 years—that Gherokee type
was cast. Using sketches and an 1
type face by Eric Gill as a model
student at Roosevelt
0. dmm-ul (Im type
face. 1 had chosen an e face
for 2 reasons: Cherokee hm.hm.m;~ is
frequently written in a slanted fashion
nd compared with the style of the

CURRENT ANTHROPOLOGY
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169 dNVMA 965N FLAA
[eCRON YA W]

¥%n! G! ®H ZI OBIFG
DL¢” YSFT AhEWLAS. ObIF SLOV
094k lsod hFRO. SLOV RWOh
TBL DU¢ JEOFT SEQOPLA40d,
DANAKH O69ATs0d hFRO, hAO-N\-
rs. DL&” SHWLOs©d hFRO, hJO-
AFPS. RWOh TBL DL& i6F COE¥S
i6F +I LFBLWRS O6S4Y. O69A-
klod hFRO, O/FS.

WHAT TrostE WHO HAVE BEEN To WAR Dip 10 HELP
THEMSELVES.

Hayi! Yu! Listen! Now instantly we have lifted up the
red war club. Quickly his soul shall be without motion.
There under the earth, where the black war clubs shall
be moving about like ball sticks in the game, there his
soul shall be, never to reappear. We cause it to be so.
He shall never go and lift up the war club. We cause it to
be so. There under the earth the black war club and the
black fog have come together as ong for their covering.
It shall never move about. We cause it to be s

Tnstantly shall their souls be moving about there in
the seventh heaven. There souls shall never break in
two. So shal Quickly we have moved them on
high for them, where they shall be going about in peace.

e ———————————————————— S S ———

TWhite : PRINTING CHEROKEE LANGUAGE.

CBIFG dOLOV SPV'YN JS3-
WABT TBL DLOV b58dblsod.
doL OV JdFPSFOJd hFRO SShb Fsod.
Ob9F ShiRFS $AWJd TBL OSFV-
PAOATkOd. DL YSIT SHLED-
OLhS. JOLOV dlsoShFPlsod hFRO
O-NF$. JOLOV $AWJ TBL OB D-
Food. JOLOV DAIMY YSFT E-
GOlLE®®Jblwd. HOh OS948
hERO O bALGE Gl

You have shielded yourselves with the red war club.
Their souls shall never be knocked about. We cause
it to be so. There on high their souls shall be going
about. Let them shield themselves with the red war
whoop. Instantly they shall never become blue. Yu!

This was a war formula obtained from the Cherokee
Shaman Awanita by Mooney (Seventh Annual Report,
Bureau of American Ethnology, Washington, D. C.,
1891). It was recited by the Shaman for up to 8 men
for 4 consecutive nights prior to their going off o war.
The purpose was to make sure the Cherokees would be
successful by weakening the enemy and strengthening
their own warriors.

Although some of the ancient formulas are now ob-
solete, there are a great many still in use among native
Cherokee medical practitioners.

Cherokee type found in all the old
books, it would indicate that a new start
was being made.

Using enlarged drawings prepared by
the designer, the matrices were engraved
by Walker Malowski of the Triangle
Type Foundry, Chicago, who gave in-

TalaDIE AMbBneE i tHE foren GF tech:
nical advice and criticism based on his
years of experience. I also appreciated
his numerous personal favors, of a sort

not often rendered in our highly com-

article, which is not a reproducti
is printed from the actual type, is a war
formula originally taken from a ma

icript ook, Obiained From a Gherokes
Shaman, Awanita, by Mooney. It was

the collection of over 600 gathered by
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Mooney from several Cherokee Shamans
in 1887 and 1888. Several items set in
the new type have appeared in the
Newsletier and work has begun on a
1okee Primer. In preparation is a
series of greeting cards with a short text
in Cherokee.

In the short time that Cherokee books
have again been available, there has
been considerable increase of interest.
Originally intended to occupy the time
between my inlmqncnt printings of
small books and to keep contact with
the people on the mmlmg list, the News.
letter has been entl ically received.
Most of the mal received in the past 6
months has been addressed to The
Cherokee Speaker and many of those
writing mention being proudly shown
“The Cherokee Newspaper.” There has
been something in Cherokee in each
issue, mostly odds and ends reprinted
from photocopies of old Cherokee
books. T have come to think that The
Cherohee Speaker has a valuable func

tion inaddition to maintaining con
tact with readers. There is something
living and vital about a newspaper (no
matter how small) that is absent from
4 book. Books fill a need, but a news.
paper is more closely akin to daily con
versation. Cherokees have long had a
history of standing up for Indian rights,
“There s no question but that editorials
in Cherokee on current problems would
be greeted enthusiastically. The name
of our first newspaper, The Cherokee
Phoenix, was later changed to The
rmm/m Phoenix and Indians Advo.
descendant in the western
(nunuy that was printed until 1906 was
known as Tsalagi Asdeliski (The Chero
hee Advocate). It is hoped that as more
contact is made, The Cherokee Speaker
can be expanded to present primarily
current Cherokee languagc editorials
and communicatio

¢ has been the effect of all this
Severs] illel e 1 i
Cherokees to read and write their lan-

513




guage and a number of parents have
said they are teaching their children.
This has been the .m.n of uan
passing on by word o h the in-
et ook ot~ oL O
dl this summer, printing has been
limited to old Cherokee books available
[nr re. pnuung or to hand-written copy.
ork that has to be done in
-h: next ymr is to create a broader base
for Cherokee printing. Perhaps a dozen
people have given their time and skill

far, but we need a firmer financial
footing. A great deal of field work must
be done, for that will be the only way
to find potential journalists for a new
Cherokee literature. Who are those peo.
ple who are actively trying to keep alive
the interest in the Cherokee language?
Several people are lm(hnw language
and reading class w many others
here, _ teaching S e
groups? What are their needs in the way
of text books and readers?

‘What part will books in the Cherokee

Offered

> The Kahn Test of Symbol Arrange.
ment isa pu’sonmhly culture evaluation
technique y an anthropol-
ogist as a mbsmulc for the use of the
typical psychological insruments (oich
the Rorschach, T ‘echsler)
for use in 'Inlhr(vpnlng\(:ll o The
test yields a number score and an indi-
vidual letter pattern reflecting levels of
culturalsymbolic thinking typifying in-
dividuals and specific culture
The test, which takes only fifteen min.
utes to administer and less than three
minutes to score, can be given individ-
ually or, in a special format, to groups
of any size. An extensive literature of
over 25 publications reveals high valid-

group

Jlanguage have i increasing the number
of people speaki rokee? What
Kind of material is needed for those
people with ted knowledge of the
language? There has never been
Cherokee-English dictionary or gram-
mar published, although there was a
scattering of grammatical material in
the early 1800's. course an ob-
vious question is just what do Cherokees
want to read

Most of these questions have ansy
it only remains to find them. Will Cher-
okee writing continue even when nearly
everyone can speak and read and write
English? One has only to hear the pride

his voice when a Cherokee talks about
reading and writing his own language,
to know that it is still a living force.
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